

Greetings Waitsfield Family and Friends,
	As we move through Eastertide and into the season of Pentecost the strength of our spring and summer colors increase and the warmth of the sun is strengthened.  It is a wonderful time of the year for coming out of the hibernation of winter into the bold and adventurous living of summer.  It is a time of year when our energy is renewed and our hopes and dreams come into being.  It is a time of standing up and taking a deep breath for the journey ahead is bright with promise.
	The church calendar reflects these images and perspectives as well.  Easter is the time of resurrection, rising up into new life.  And Pentecost, soon to arrive, is the celebration of the birth of the church.  So as Easter people….people who personally know the joy of rising up into new life and faith in the living Christ, we move into this season with great expectation and hope.  We expect the fullness of life that Christ gives and we eagerly await the guidance and leading of the holy spirit, both personally and corporately.  
	This year we have come through the birthing process of new bylaws and a new church structure.  In February we voted them in and in March we had a job fair to provide information about what our needs are to maintain a strong and vital congregation.  Now the time has arrived for us to fill in the positions that are still open.  Everyone is very busy and most of us have lots of events, schedules and jobs to juggle, but working together in the church makes the work lighter and enjoyable….sometimes even inspiring and uplifting.  
	 There are many wonderful things happen in our church, thanks to all of you.  However, they happen because we make it all possible by our participation and commitment to the mission and message of our church.  We have very dedicated people who have committed themselves to tasks, large and small, that make our church a living and dynamic place.  For example: did you know that for a single worship service on Sunday morning it takes approximately 18 people to bring it into being?  If you thought it was just an organist, some choir members and the Pastor…you are mistaken…there are more people involved than you realized to bring it all together.  The same is true with Sunday school, with fellowship hour and fundraising events, for mission projects and any special services that happen during the week.  The point is…the Church is made up of many parts and as we begin to live into our new bylaws  we need every person to take part so that we can continue to be healthy and fullly functioning.  Most of us take pride in who and what our church is to the broader community but we need everyone’s help to continue to be a place where people know there is faith, hope and love at work.
	Enclosed in this issue of the Uniter is a list of jobs, some weekly, some periodic, some behind the scenes and some more visible.  Most importantly, they are all essential for the church to be alive in this wonderful Mad River Valley and Waitsfield.  So, please take time to look the lists over and pray for God’s leading in your life as to ways you might serve God through the work of the church.  Let us know what you would like to offer in service.  
	If you have questions about any of the opportunities listed there are people named  at each ministry you are free to call or contact for more information or guidance.
	The church works….and Christ is at work in and through us….so let us serve God together as the community of faith joining our hearts and hands in the live-giving ministry of the Waitsfield United Church of Christ.  

	See you Sunday,
	Shalom,
	  (I have to figure out how to sign my name)
	
	Rev. McQ

Other news items:

Sunday May 23rd:   Pentecost Sunday and Confirmation
On the 23rd of May we will worship at the Warren Church when ___ Confirmation Students will be confirmed and our Vermont Conference Minister will be celebrating Pentecost with us.  This is an extremely important service for us to be present for and participate in as these students confirm their faith and remind us of the birth of the Church at Pentecost.  Please plan on attending and bring your children for this rich worship experience.

May 26th Healing Service in Warren.  7pm.
(this needs to come from Tracey who has it for announcements)

Vermont Conference Annual meeting.  Our two delegates, Gary Livingston and Peggy Stokes will be going to the Vt UCC Conference Annual meeting along with  Rev. McHugh on June 3rd-5th at Lyndon State College.  They will report on this event on Sunday June 6th.    In anyone is interested in attending any part of this event please let Peggy Stokes or Gary Livingston know and they can share more information with you.

Lunch with Paul:  this is a bible study group that meets at lunch time every Wednesday, 12-1:00.  We are currently studying the book of ACTs.  Each week we explore two chapter.  We discuss the historical context and how this applies how it impacts our life today.  This is a study that can be attended at any time, just come and enter into the discussion and fun.

June 13th   Worship Time Change.  
June 13th we change our time of worship to 9am.  This is to enable everyone to enjoy as many hours of sunshine and outdoors time as possible.  We make this shift so people can attend church and still attend other summer adventures…so please join us and let’s stay connected this summer!

June 12 and 13 Spring Foliage Festival……see blurb from Betsy.

July 25th Church Worship and Picnic at Dorothy and Stan Pecks.  
Last year we worshipped outside on the front lawn of the Pecks home and then had a BBQ, games and swimming following the service.  We had a great time with good food and lots of fun…lots of kids were there too.  Come and bring your friends….more information will be in next Uniter and church bulletins.

Many Thanks:  As a congregation we thank Angelika Brumbaugh for stepping into the temporary Choir Director position this past year while Betsy took time off.  We thank you very much Angelika for your dedication and care for the music and our choir members.  It was great to have your leadership this year.

To our Choir:
The congregation offers our heartfelt thanks to all of our choir members for their faithful service and dedication to the music ministry of this church.  We are so blessed by the song of your hearts and offer our gratitude to each of you for all the time, energy and talents you offer this congregation.  Many blessing to each of you and we look forward to your return come the fall.
